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LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore 1 Corinthians 12:20-31. Read 

verses 1-19 for context. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable.  

• Review the September 12 lesson “Our Place in the Family” on Romans 12:1-8 and compare it 
to this week’s study. How are the passages similar? How are they different? How does each 

support or reinforce the teachings of the other? What additional insights did you get from 
reviewing both studies together that you did not receive when you completed them 
separately? 

LEAD 
• Plan how you will use the Introduction (if applicable) and the Discipleship Discussion questions.  

• Encourage your group to disciple each other as they share their insights. Use the small group 
guidelines to remind the group where discipleship ends and “rescuing” begins. Remain 
prayerful throughout so you know when to step in or when to let something continue for the 

good of a group member or the entire group. 

• Close with the Application as reinforcement of the lesson. 

LOVE  
• Replenish yourself by participating in Tuesday evening prayer (6:30 pm in the chapel) or 

Wednesday evening Bible Study (6:00 pm online). 

• Connect with newer believers indicated they don’t know their spiritual gifts or any group 
member who is not clear on how they can use their gift(s).   

• Pray for your group to embrace the diversity of gifts and use theirs to support the mission 

given to the church by Jesus. 

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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MAIN POINT 
We are family, and God calls us to care for another as the Family of faith. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What makes you feel cared for?  

There are many different ways people can feel cared for. For a busy wife it might be a day 
where her husband takes the kids out to play so she can have some time to relax. For a college 
student it might be an unexpected CashApp from their parents that provides pocket money for 
the upcoming weekend. We show we care when we act in a way that leaves the recipient with a 

feeling of warmth, safety, and love. 

Jesus’ Family has a mandate to care for one another. In this study we’ll explore how God calls on 
us to use the diversity of our spiritual gifts to create the healthy, unified environment to do just 
that.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:20-24A 

• Why do you think Paul chose the “body” imagery to describe the church? Do you think this is 

an effective metaphor? Why or why not? 

• Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-19. How does this passage support Paul’s argument that the 

diversity of spiritual gifts is a necessary ingredient for a healthy, unified church?   

• Why do you think believers are so tempted to compare our gifts or roles to those of others in 
the church? Why might you consider some to be “weaker” or “less honorable”?   

 

 

 

 

Why is pride such a destructive force in the local church and the 
Family of faith as a whole—especially where spiritual gifts are 
concerned? Share an experience when you suffered negative 
consequences from another believer’s pride. Share an experience 
when another believer suffered negative consequences from your 
pride. What did you learn from these experiences? 
 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
DISCUSSION 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:24B-26 

• Why is it important that different believers with different gifts come together in unity? What 

happens when they do not? 

• How can you use your spiritual gift(s) to care for another believer or group of believers? 
What challenges do you face putting this into practice? How can your group help?  

• Why is it important to suffer with someone in the body who suffers and to rejoice with those 
who are honored? What makes this difficult in our setting? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-31 

• What is the relationship between v. 12 and v. 27? How did the list of questions in verse 29-

30 punctuate Paul’s point in those verses?  

 

 

APPLICATION 

• God is sovereign over our placement in the body and over our spiritual gifts. Therefore: 

o We should use our spiritual gifts to unify the body. We should not allow pride or 
arrogance to cause divisions. 

o We should use our spiritual gifts to care for one another. This pleases God and shows that 

we are disciples of Christ (John 13:34-35).  

o We should use our spiritual gifts to support the mission of the church which is to go and 
make disciples (Matthew 28:18-28) 

PRAYER 
Close in prayer, asking God for the courage to be a body of truly functioning members. Thank 

Him for His many blessings and gifts and pray that He will help each of you live with a fresh 

According to verse 24b God put the body together and bestows 
honor as He sees fit. What does this teach you about a decision to 
move to a new church, how you decide to use (or not using) your 
spiritual gifts, and how you should (or should not) view those whose 
roles and gifting are not the same as your own?   

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
DISCUSSION 

Read Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, 28. How would you 
define the greater gifts? Do you desire them? Why or why not? How 
did Paul define the greater gifts? If his definition differs from yours, 
please explain. Is there a danger in desiring the greater gifts? 
Explain. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
DISCUSSION 
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commitment to not waste a single opportunity He has given you. Pray that each of you will honor 
God by serving the church with the gifts He has given you. 

COMMENTARY 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:20-31 

12:18-20. The foolishness of these scenarios indicates that God has arranged the parts of the 
human body according to His divine wisdom. He made them just as He wanted them to be—their 
composition being designed to fulfill His purposes—and God’s wisdom in so doing should not be 
questioned. This divine coordination of diverse parts is so essential to the function of a body that 

Paul asked a final question: “If every part of the body were one part—all eyes, all ears, all 
feet—where would the body be?” Clearly, there would be no body. To drive home this point, 
Paul repeated the theme of this section: human beings have one body, but that body needs its 

many parts. Every part is important in its own right. 

12:21-24a. Paul then presented scenarios in which the body parts questioned the value of others. 
Paul insisted it would be inconceivable for an eye to tell a hand, “I don’t need you!” The same 
inconceivability would apply to the head speaking that way to the feet. Common sense demands 

that the opposite is true. The eyes need the hands, and the head needs the feet. The parts of the 
body which appear to be weaker are actually indispensable. 

12:24b-27. Paul contended that God himself had given greater honor to the members of the 
body that lacked obvious honor. He did this for the purpose of making sure that there would be 

no division in the body and that all parts should have equal concern for each other. The 
interdependence of all parts evidences this design. If one part suffers from pain or disease, then 
every part suffers with it. Most people have experienced how things as small as toothaches and 
ingrown toenails can wreak havoc on their bodies. The appendix may be small and have no 

apparent function, but when it suffers, it jeopardizes the life of the entire body. 

12:28. This second list of gifts includes four that were not included in the first list in verses 8-10. 
Moreover, Paul approached this list in terms of the Christians serving rather than in terms of the 

spiritual gifts. Apostles were those commissioned as delegates with a message. Some Bible 
students limit this gift to those who had seen the risen Christ; others include in it our missionary 
calling today. Prophets reveal truth from God. Teachers serve to instruct the congregation in the 
Scriptures. The gift of helping encompasses a wide variety of services to the church. In Paul’s 

writings it often refers to helping the poor and the sick. The gift of managing refers not merely to 
administrative details, but more broadly to giving wise leadership to the church. 

12:29-30. Each question in these verses anticipates the answer “no.” Paul had proved the 
necessity of all gifts for the church. An even greater point was that diversity must result in unity. 

12:31. Though all gifts are important, Paul designated that some are greater gifts. We have seen 
this emphasis in Paul’s enumerating various gifts in 12:28. The key for Paul was proclamation. 
Gifts that enhanced the clear explanation of the gospel were to be desired over others. However, 
Paul was driving toward an even more significant consideration. There was an even better way—

the way of love, as he showed in the poetic 13th chapter. 

 


